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Papa stood on the white sandy beach of the
Maldives, his eyes wide with wonder. The ocean
sparkled like a blanket of blue jewels under the
bright sun. "I must bring back amazing stories for my
little boy," he thought with a smile.






"Look, Saad! Manta rays!" Papa pointed excitedly
at the graceful shadows gliding beneath the waves.
The magnificent creatures seemed to dance in the
clear water, their wings fluttering like underwater
birds. Papa's heart raced with the desire to swim
closer to these gentle giants.






Without thinking twice, Papa jumped into the boat
and asked the guide to take them to the rays. "l
can't wait to tell my son about swimming with these
amazing creatures," Papa told Saad with a grin. In
his excitement, he forgot something very important
- his life jacket.






Papa dove into the crystal water, feeling the cool
embrace of the ocean around him. Saad followed
carefully, making sure his life jacket was secure. The
guide watched from the boat, his experienced eyes
scanning the waters.






The rays swam deeper, and Papa followed, kicking
his legs harder to keep up. Soon, his arms and legs
began to feel heavy and tired. "The shore seems so
far away now," Papa thought, his excitement turning
to worry.






"Saad! | need help!" Papa called, his voice barely
carrying over the splashing waves. Saad heard his
friend and swam toward him, the orange life jacket
keeping him afloat. Papa's breathing became faster
as he tried to stay above the water.






Saad reached Papa and tried to help him stay afloat.
"Hold onto me," Saad said, extending his arm to his
friend. But Papa was too tired, and his weight pulled
on Saad, making it hard for both of them to stay
above water.






The guide saw the friends struggling and
immediately dove into the water. With powerful
strokes, he swam toward them, a rescue float
trailing behind him. "Stay calm," the guide called out,
his voice steady and reassuring.
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The guide reached Papa and Saad, skillfully helping
them grab the float. "Breathe slowly," he instructed
as he began to pull them back to the boat. Papa felt
relief wash over him as they moved safely through
the water.






Once aboard the boat, Papa wrapped a towel
around his shoulders, his hands still shaking slightly.
"Thank you for saving us," he said to the guide with
deep gratitude. Saad sat beside him, both friends
now understanding the ocean's power.






"I made a big mistake today," Papa admitted as they
headed back to shore. "l was so excited about the
rays that | forgot the most important rule - always
wear a life jacket." The guide nodded wisely, "The
ocean is beautiful but must always be respected."






That night, Papa called his son to tell him about
the magnificent rays and the important lesson he
learned. "When you're older, we'll swim with the
rays together," Papa promised. "And we'll always
remember to wear our life jackets and listen to our
guides."
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